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| In the fifth century, uncial also started to be written faster, which resulted in
the half uncial, a type consisting of majuscules and minuscules.
‘ In various forms, the half-uncial remained in circulation until the end of the
thirteenth century. Magnificent examples of the script are found in the Irish
Book of Kells, two pages of which are depicted on the preceding pages.
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¢ : The Carolingian minuscule Inthe fourth century, at the same time that the
ONEL 8 i Roman Empire was in decline, Christianity was praclaimed the state religion by 1
b .q;:rm.- emperor Constantine the Great. In Western Europe, the church became an y e 11 \
' important producer of texts, which were still drawn up in Latin. These needed :
to be distributed, which could only happen after they had been copied by hand.
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. Writing was and remained the monopoly of monks for a good thousand years. igﬂl—lﬂﬂl"lﬂlplorpefeg]
confines of the They perfected the art of producing and adorning manuscripts. Few people &= 5
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i knew how to read or write,
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Even the;rlernagne. V\;ho as emperorllu!:t_f the Haly zodman Empire v\;as the most - m‘udlcn”dfln@f
powerful man aroun 800 AD, was illiterate. He did not want to learn how to W Pﬁ: b
perfeca-boc opererad

ambattista write himself - he had other people to do that for him - but to streamline the
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: by his widow in communication and administration of his vast empire and thus continue his ‘ducrrureqs qul md‘

L i vision and power, he decided in 768 to prescribe a new, official half uncial, ¥

composed by his secretary Alcuinus. As an abundance of often inaccurately wan Wv‘ﬂ;‘uf*’d
copied texts were in circulation, Charlemagne had brand new, accurate copies | - =

made of the most authentic sources. These were marked ‘ex authentico libro’
(from the original work) and were written in the official handwriting, the
Carolingian minuscule. Partly for its clarity and beauty it became the dominant
letter in Western Europe until the end of the thirteenth century.
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Carolingian minuscule
The lenger descenders and
ascenders are clearly visible
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